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' (‘ B Abstract )
HICH SCHOOL JOURNALISM TEXTBOOKS, 1980719-85: AN OVERVIEW
N - X
. 0 A review of high school journalism téxtbooks pubilished
from 1980~1985 shows that current hlgh school Poufnallsm
N

Y
textbooks tend to cover similar 1nformat10n for skills .

—

‘develepmerit. However, an analysis of\the coverage of the

historical and theoretlcal content shows a disparity among

.~ Kol . .
’ books. g ¢

Specific content areas that were analyzed-in the '//

. historical and theoretical dontext were news understanding,
consumeérism, msss'media in society, journalism historf,
press law/First Amendment freedom, functlons of newspapers,

/ responsibillty, new technology,'careers\hnd ethics. ]

Nine comprehensive textbooks publlshed over a fiee -year
:period were examined. In addltion,to the books cited, there
is a supplementel bibliography of helpful édviser-orienteo

“publications. | ‘ ]

A chart’ for quick referral allows the jourAallsm
teacher/publicatlons adviser to see what topics are. included

-

, in each text.

~
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Textbooks. Are they more than a teacher s\companion or\

guide? Do they in Eact shape students' attltudes for llfé? ff..J .

Do they make students thihk? To what extent do hlgh school

(‘ . _—

ournalism textbooks cover topics broadly grouped under ;r;, %fg

historical and theoretlcai content? To what extent do they

ALNES P

deal thh Journaristic skills? 'f“Vif?#":;ﬂgza;"‘uéfg\ e

These are questions that educators face'when tackling

the tough 1ssue of textbook addﬂ%ion. Textbooks were under,

¢ .. .- (

"fire long before the~ resept clamor for better schools began ;R*:r_f\:

,f .

H(Hechlnger, 1985).: Schdol boards agonize, teachefs debate,"
Hparents protest. f%l?; "jﬂfﬁ.z S L 3%ar N

- . o .‘ Lt . ’ . AN

ngh school publlcat;ons antedate the teachlng of

Journallsm 1n the segpndary school (Scott, 1960) -In 19;2,?_ . JF‘ r

Cora Colbeg,,an Engllsh teaéher 1n Sallna, Kansas, began
what has become known as.the f1rst thh school journallsm

class and wrote about it 1n The English Journal (1943)p

Wlth the recent growth of a national 1nterest in
-journalism and with_the establishment of the  ~
departmeént. of Journallsm at the. University of

Kansas, several Kansas ‘high. schools seem . :
simultaneously to have founded. coursés in .
Journalistlc wrlting., : ‘ -

u.

That same yean Charles Gleasqn and- George Llnn qute a 40- .

page booklet entitled The School Paper, which was prlnted by

Eaton and Company in San Jose, Callfornia. @hree books

quickly followed --Newspaper. Editihg in ngh School (1917) -

and Newsgaper Wr1t1ng in ngh School (1917) by ‘Leon Fllnt

and ogrnallsm for High Schools (1918) by Charles Dillon

"
.
»
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(Campugll,wl91§}

. -l.'

. ..i

/ Earlw textbopks ﬁocused on news wrlting,”news

l»t . ’-‘-n

gathsriqg,'th@ 1ead,,types of néws storles, edltorials,. “

ﬁeatureg,omakkup, ngadlanes, cqpyreadlng, newspaper Eﬁglish,

1nter0iaw1ng“.a&vertlslngn newspaper terms and human ,)t

\7. ,7

interestastorles.,

W., -

R I

‘-
s f

]

ublications as staff organlzatlon, flnancial management,

r

Many dsalt w;th such problems of student _ff

prlntlng, engrav1sg¢ and advert151ng elther fully or -~'

i superflclaLly.

Some of them d;scuss the wrltihg of mater1a1

u

intended to gulde or entertaln the readers, for example,

(]

column‘s:

rev1ewa,

0*
storles.

>

Few, very few, discuss the :

hlstory or soc1al 31gnif1cance of communlcatnon media.

Lo

1

The

textbooks empha51ze chlefly newswrltingland learnlng the
journallstlc technlques necqssary to produce student |

- publlcatiOhs (Campbelﬁ, 1939). . : o 4h§
| . E‘rom 1980~ 1985 there has been a flurry of new or

rev1sed textbooks available to the se¢ondary journalism

L4

teacher. Thése texts have comeVa long way since the earlier

""books, but has t,he role of mae s media in society become a

AN}

pr1mary. congern to publlshers and authors? If, indeed,
textbooks gre designed to help shape students' attitudes for
life, are such issue$ as freedom artd responsibility, = .-

,consumerlsnuccareers, and the role of technology thoroughly

covered in those books?
The subject of.freedom and responsibility -should not be
o left solely in.the purview of political science and. history
ciassrooms.

Studies of secondary school American hlstory

textbooks show scanty coverage of ‘the Flrst*Amendment, wlth




'ASEmphasiied;;p_curriculum}studies that show most teachers

e . .
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little discu331on of landmark court decisions (Mehlinger,
1981) Leading government and history textbogks overlook

chances to-relate current-issues and events ‘to the :1{?' w

_h, Constitution\igehlingef, p..124) The journallsm'i

teacher/adViser can c0rreet ‘these" deficiencies,

'.Vj_The.importance of textbook Selection has been

+

+

baﬁg;ﬁhﬁ?t lessohs.almOSt entirely on the textbooks: they are
'reguired to use&lfTeachers explain that they may not cover a
given topic or use a particular approach unless_itfis.in the
chosen text (Hechinder, 1985). |
JournalLsm teachers may have even greater need for
textbook support than!thﬁir colleaguei‘:FqUire in more

traditional fields. The 1974 Commission on Inquiry into

High School Journalism (Kennedy Commission) found that fewer

“ . .

than half of the 363 teachers surveyed had had experience in

journalism. Also, a minority had taken more than twelve
hours of journalism, courses in collegg. The commission
believed that university-level emphasis on the training
of professional journalists had contributed to a dearth of
qualified high school teachers.
With a lack of teacherS‘trained in*]ournalism, the job
. of high school journalism teacher often goes to an English
teacher or to anyone who is assigned to advise the student ,
newspaper., Not-surprisihgly,.the turnOver of journalism
teachers is as high as 60 pgrcent annually in Some states

(Commission, 1974). The textbook then may become an

T T
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‘introduction to medla theory and skills for both the student
g . / N
and the teacher.. - " ! : Do,

Studigs conducted 1n the 18 states which have

<

ttatew1de textbook’adoptlon and 1n the 10 largest schobl a ‘o

.
‘districts in the United States reveaL\that four textbooks

have been selected swgnlflcantly more oftem than others.
. L

These are Journallsmtln the Mass Media by Norman Moyes and

David Whlte, Press Tlme by Julian Adams and Kenneth

P -

Strattor/ Journallsm for Today by Donald Ferguson and Jim

Patten, and The Mass Media and the School Newsgaper.by,DeWitt
Reddick (Knott, 1984). |
' How.do the textbooks publlshed from 1980 1985 deal with

mass media? To .what extent do the textbooks deal with

journalistic skills versus histdrical and theoretical

‘content7 In order to answer these questlons this study

N
eValuates nine comprehensive textbooks published over a
five-year period. . - - S -

. The analys1s is modeled after Chrlstopher Sterllng

overview of mass communlcatlon and s001ety texts, whic
f.‘noteqfthat "increases in the number of available

booksu.forces a more focused~and selective approach“

" (1978).

]

Such an analysis should be valuable to the high school

B}
L]

teacher who needs to compare or cobntrast available

4

journalism texts. Whether recommending a broad-based o
general’ text for school purchase, or selecting a supplement

for personal reference, the teacher should be able, to méke

, . . ’
a more informed choice. The analysis is followed by a

t . L ‘ d




chart, which lis{s the specific content areas of eaehiﬁqgk
) ~in a “Format designed for easy review, , , o

Specific content.areas ‘that were %halyzed in the . - °

‘ historical and theoretlcal conte7t were\news understanding[“'
& ° ./ ). - ‘
. ‘consumerism (or the individual's use of the media), mass L. '

media ﬁn society, jourﬁallsm hlstory, .press 1aw/F1rs§

Amendment freedom, functions of newspapers, respon51b111ty,

.

new technology, careers and ethics.

, »
Although the historical and theoretical content areas

are ‘interrelated, the need for consumer education has -

particular signifi?énce; In the recently published

teacherﬁs guide, The First Amendment: Free Speech and a o

Free Press, Thomas ﬁveslage points out that "many citizens : e
today either take these freedoms. for grented or don't know
.Whow”free they really are. The U.S. Constitution and its'’
Bill gf Rights g;ode and iésé value without proper care." =~ -~ ¥
Eveslage's concern for educating the students} who will

. -

'soon become decision=-making ditizens and leaders, stems in

part'frem a Fallqp Poll, conducted for release at the 1;80

First Amendmeet Congress in Philadelphia. The poll fOUhd
A’that three-quarters.of the American people da not know what

the First Amendment is. In addltlon, 37 percent of the

‘American public thinks that the limits Imposed on the breesp
* are not hareh enough, "The key finding," Gallup,saié, (FO&

Y

/}eport, 1980) "Seems to be that the press in America is

» ’ \ “ | !
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operatfng in an environment- of public opinion_that is
- Yy | | ¢ . ' .

increesingly indifferent and, in some-respects, hostile."

Bt
oS

Ralph Otwell, as president'of the Society of
Professignal Journalists, SDX, descr1bed (1974) the

eduo;tlonal void that led to Gallup S results:

The problem’1s'simply th1s; A great portion of .
the American public lacks any real understanding -of
the role of the press under our Constitution; they
neither know ndr appreciate the intent of the
Fdunding Fathers, as expressed in the First
Amendment; they lack a historical perspective on
the role of the ‘media, and most. 1mportantly,.they
do not see the crucial link between a free.press

. and a free society. ) :
R

Ideally, journalism education in hlgh schools should be

A

_qommunlcat1on oriented, said the ‘Kennedy Comm1ss1on (1574),
adding that iss emphasis should be on F1rst Amendment
freedoms as well as ethics ahd respohsibilities of the

» .

~media. Instead, the Commissiongreﬁort suggested, its'gozls//
are too often submifged by the ‘low statuglof journalisﬁ- 7

curriculum.

" Adams, Julianm, and Kenneth Stratton. Press Time. °’ _
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1985, 528 pages,

Now in its fourth editing, Press Time first reached
‘ > i .

high school classrooms i;\1963. The text continues to offer

variety in content and teachifig aidsn,'Its current edition

- !
~

covers mass media and career planning in two*df itsyfive

-
L]

well-designed units.
' > : : .
In each unit, chapters begin with a list of objectives
to guide both teacher and student. Each chapter concludes «._

with a'checklist for students to measure their

¢




.dlscussion questlons and a suggested progect

school:newspapers.\ ' = I

v . /
] _.‘ . ~

understanding, a content §ummary, sets of review and

W, A Y. e

The book's 1ntroduct10n to mass medla includes the .

process of transferring 1deas from sender to receiver and of />”
¢

recogn121n§\§as1c dlfferences between 1nterpersonal and mass

communication. Students learn hOw commercial broagcast and

print mgdia handle news before examining the functlons of

e . : -

. . K; S
. The text surveys the h1story of Amerlcan newspapers(

+

before presenting the contemporary paper in terms of

publication frequency, content and. spec1al audlences. A - ) ,

flow chart presents the .steps of newspaper productlon. .
A chapter on the power and responsibility of ghe press *© . -

: P .
stresses the meaning of press freedom as well as the legal

r 2 .

11m1tat10ns, 1nclud1ng libel, right of pr1vacy, copyrlght,

L]
l

obscenity and 1n01tements to v1olence. Students also are' .
' ‘ L

warned to d1sthgulsh between fagat and opinion, to watch out
‘for slanted neﬁs; and to'recognize propaganda. . ,
Student press rights are presented in the llght of . o

const1tutlona1‘protectlon but are quickly qualified by ‘the
need for gu1delines based on respons1b111ty to’ school and

N . b )

In offering practical advice on choocsing a career in
Ky O~ M

7.
community audiences.

| 4

journalism, the text includes p;ﬁﬁiles of working professionals
) .

in print, broadcast and photography p091t}ons. It encourages

the student to seek practical ’rltlng experience as well as a
o ‘ ""

2 - '

- A
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-

tgraphically pleasing text.

10 e s

/( . ‘ . . o . - ' Lo R . !
college, education 1n order’ to prepare for a futuré in a hlghly
RN
competltive ]Ob market. B ? . . -

Press Time clearly emphas1zes skills over history and -

A

4
theory, but it is a logically organized, read¥#ble and

% . ‘ -
. . e
With the cdmprehensive text, Prentice-Hall offers a

L]

Teacher 's Gu1de, which 1ncludes lesson plans for each ‘of the

book‘s chapters. The plans offer a general objectkye, LlstS :
importanﬁ terms for student understandlng, and suggest S
‘teaching strategies. The new or overworked‘{eacher will
welcome the guide' 8 answers to chapter review and d1scuss1on
questlons, whlle the experaenced teacher can delve into an’
extensive blbllography Qﬁ.prlnt and aud10-v1sua1’resources.
In shoq}, the quide prov1des helpful tools “for all teachers. ‘

z
A Press Time: . Practlce Book adds another’ d1mens1onut0

the text's usage. Two or more follow~-up exercises are
. \

offered for each of the twenty chapters, ranging from

writihg leads to assembling composite news stories.

Students can"gain practice rd*sqproving style, wrltingl

. headlines and preparlng an ad layout.

-

L

" Bohle, Robert H. From News to Newsprint. Englewood
Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 268 pages. '
M)
3
The focus of th1s new text is cleardiy stated inits

subtitle: ”Produc1ng a Student Newspaper." Ali Qut three

of.its seventeen'chapters carry the beg1nn1ng journallsm

student through the prOCess of schlol paper productlon,

startlng with stpff organization anfl copy flow and ending

with Mistribution and promotion. BUt.Bohle, a former ,
o\ f . : ’

y ‘. 11




community college- adviger,’ is careful to include a sampliqg

of history and theory and to add a bi?liography for further °

-

»'reading on each chapter topic.. .. T > S o
ST 2 _
Each chapter .ends with a vooabulary list Qf new terms. /\\
A glosgary at the end of the teéxt includes all the o o

l‘ 8
vocabularly 11sts, plus new terms that the student may need

v

-

“to refer to. Chapters also 11st suggested pro;ects and

occasional exerc1ses to relnforce SklllS or concepts.

The'book's 1ntroduct10n to newspaperlng” 1nc1udes a o !
" /

brief history of the profess1onal press, followed‘by ar-

hlstory of school newspapers. It then coverdy such news .

.

( values as prominence, human interest, timeliness, proximity
- . .
‘and conflict, using examples from the commercial and the
Coliege press. Newspaper language is introduced through a

fietitious conversation between a P#eporter and editorc"

Reporter: Hey chief...X' vz.got a goqd. angle fqr a page .
. 1 story w1th a sidebar. )
Editor: Oh yeah? What's the slant? (p. 12) -
' N . ’ .
' The text's chapter on legal and ethical issues covers

14

libel, privaty and obscenity; includes,the‘?ﬁpdent Press Law

' Center's model guidelines; addresses the still ambiguous
. 4 ) . . L 3 ”
question of rights of the advrser; and annotates fourteen °
. . :

significant st&dent press law cases, occurring between 1967

‘l

o ' . g
anege 1975, The omission of more recent cases is the‘onlx .

.. : v R ’ '.\ ' A
flaw in its otherwise comprehensive coverage of legal

L4 .

. : <
l1ssues. oo .
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F@gm News to Newegfint 1s infroduced as a text for high

schbdl and. «college journalism classes.' Its thrust, however,

— .,

is toward college level. But the experienced hfgh school

- teacher, working w1th llth and 12th grade students, could

v+

cons1der it as an alternate to Press‘Time. Both books arer .

. ~ W A
from Prentice~Halls " : . .,
English, Earl, and Clarence Hach g Scholastic | }ﬂ'~ :
Journalism. Ames,rlowa: Iowa State University,
Press, 1984 331 d&ges. A . . < e

.

The grandfather of, high schodI texts in this study,

~

first copyrighted in 1950, Scholastic.Journalism ndw appears

~.

»
in its seventh editioqo The tight, grey two—column format .

of the book's earliest editions has made rodm for more
b .
photographs and allustrations. And its content and . |

4

‘Aactivities-have grqyn with the'acceleration of-communica4
. . l' l .
Y tions knowledge over the years.

[l
4

The last of the text s ﬁ.yen~sections examines the mass
" ’ .
media through chapter topics ranging from newigaper o

_function, to maga21nes,°to broadcasting and the space

4
frOntier. The oldest of texts in this anéT&Sis covers the

newest deVelopments of the communications revolution:

satellites,'cable teleViSion, pay television, cable -

0 . »

zprogramming and direct broadcast satellite'tranemission.

- Scholastic s chapter on newspaper function 3iscusses
,//Profe3s1onal espics as well as the newspaper S roles as lmﬂ'{'

commentator, entertainet, community ‘crusader and advertiser,

The function’ of representing special groups is emphaSized in

content on the ethnic, black and religious preks,
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. ¥ - .
-' .’ : ‘ '. N N . , .
JUnder "Canons of Journdlism," the text offers the v
. lmerican.Society ‘of Newspaper Editors\ 1923 Code of Ethics
o . ' - : ’
) or coﬁparfsen with the Associated Press Managing‘ggjtors'

. S \ .- :
. ' 1975 code. Tt includes a photograph of the Journalist's +

.Creed, reprodggeﬂ'on,a bronze plaque at the Universsty of
. Missohri School'ef Journalism. A separate chapger on
-standatds of gQod newspaper gractlce offers crﬂﬁerla to
', judge papers pollcies and practlces, includlng the use of
propaganda devices. , oo " : N
The new technology and 1ts effects are 1llustrated by
graphics ranging from the UPI worldw1de commun%catlons‘
,center.toathq stepéby-step‘process of how a local story gets
in the_hometonn pewspaper. . - L
¢ ,Tne student;s intredudtion to press Jaw comes through
the text's chapter on student press guidelines. It quotes
the Tinker decision that neither "students nor teachers shed -
their gonstitutional rights to freedom of speech or
expressidn at the schoolhouse gate" (Tinker v. Des Moines
Independent School Distx"ﬁ ' 393 U.S. 503, 1969) dnd points
oututhat fear of school dlsruption is not a basis for prior °
restraint or censorship.. Although the guidelines discuss
libel, right.of privacy and obscenity as areas (leading

. . - . ,
.to legal action, they do not cast a chillipg effect on press

freedom., . e,
The text's familiar,'straightfqrwaraﬁapproach in its

outlined content is neither patronizing:not esoteric. It

- L )

unfilte;eé.ﬁéct and theory, with a wide selection of

o

\

eRic - e

continues to offer both student and tqacher a broad scope of

=¥
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erercises concluding each .chapter. Still a skills—o#iented

resource, its most obvious omiisions are lack of specific
, ! C

content on' newspaper history and career guiddnce.

Ferguson, Donald and Jim Patten. Journalism Today!
Lincolnwood, Ill.: National Textbook Company, 1986,
357 pages. ;e

Although Journalism Today! has a .1986 copyright, it was

iSSued‘April 1, 1985 and falls within the five~-year span

4

' Originaliy'published.in 1972 as Journalism for Today:

being evaluated for this paper

*,
An _Introduction' for High School Students, the updated
- “ 'l‘ .~

Journalism Today! focuses on the many"@es that have

swept the mass media. : /-

' This text offers a thoughtful'preseﬁ%ation on the

' respon51billt1es of the media, including d\brief dlscu531on
L

of the Ariel Sharon libel suit agalnst Tlme paga21ne (p
© . 26), It offers a performance checkllst for §Fe consumer of
the mass media (p. 23) which allows for a hea ;\g:hy-class-room
. .

discussionm S ~ - o v

o Journallsm Today! includes career profiles* that are

handled much like the ones in Press Time. They .are tlmely,

readable and provide a realistic look at variedicareers.
They include the famous (Richard Clarkson-p.235) and the
not-so famous (Marcia Neville-p.1l71).
In the discussion of news unisfi;anding, Ferguson and
, Patten h;ve the benefit of their most recent publication
. date and take advantage of using Britain's Princﬂ’Charles

q
N




: S L 15 -

'and Princgss Diana and their two children, William and

Henry, to makée a point about prominencq L o

This textbook is heavy bn laboratory exercises that

appear at each chapter's conclusion. It is desigmed, as ¢

LY

Ferguson and Patten write in their intréduction, "to start
$tudents writing real ségfieé about real peoplé very 4 . .
quickly." We are short on formulas, long Qn pushing students
to think and experiment." " : ’

Gilmore, Gene. Insidé High School Journalism.

Glenview, Ill.;. Scott, Foresman and Company; 1983,
244 pages. - '

Graphically, In81de High School Journalism is on the

top of the list of these textbooks for its de81gn and
orderlines’s, Its colorful cover‘and use of red chapter

heagings and subheads makes!this a book that's.hard to put

-

down.

Throughout the text are bits of journélistic trivia
Il 0 Q .

that are strategically placed and should appeal to the high -
school audience. 'For example, the following "extra"
appeared-in ‘the chap'er on "Writing Editorials" (pdges 87-

o). - o ..
The €alifornia legislature,-qhose members felt
they had beén caricatured once too often, passed
an anti-cartoon law in 1899; it was never
enforced. (p. 93)

Inside High School Journalism is concisely wr{ttén;

t ' »
more so than any of the other books evaluated in this study.\l"

It reflects the author's background as a copy editor. That
is further evidenced by the fact that the strongest 'chapters

in the textbook are the ones on "Editing the News," "The Art




& .

of Writf%g Headlines," and "Designing Nestapers and News

Magazinés."

s

The chapter divider ‘pages_ feature excellent photographs
'that can be used for in-class discussion purposes and as
. good e*amples for.studeat photograpaers.“
.This text seems to appeal to schools whi&h may only . ' ’
-offer a one-semester jgurnalism_codrse. It la¢ks depth in |
the history and theoretical content, and has some oﬁissions
in the skills content (depth reporting, surveys'and consumer

N

,jbdraalism and staff organization). ,
Many higﬁ school studeats today are concerned with joﬁ"
possibilities” and Gilmore's chapter on 'Careers in
-Joufnalism" provides salary information, ¥bb describtions

“and hints on how to prepare for a career in journalism.

The 30-pade Teacher s Resource Book that accompanies

Inside High School Journalism suggests activities that can .

P ]
be adapted to any journalism classroom. In addition to

teaching suggestions, there are four supplemental editing
~exercises and a section of chapter review .an§wers.

Harwood; William. Writing and Editing School

News. Cdldwell, Idaho: Caxton' Printers, 1983,
354 pages. ‘
%

Wrdting and EﬁitingASchool~News is designed a$ a

project text in basic newswriting and editing that allows v
% ’ o
instructors to devote full time to teaching. - ¢
This text is an exceilent'spp‘}ement to a high schoel

journalism skills course --:butlit'isf eak on the

.

theordtical content. 'Although there are somerrief .
. ' . f‘ - * '
appendices which deal with the history of Agerican'

1




.course’ that makes students aware of the social problems

. published in 1979, is only available on contract to
» Lo T . - g
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B : ¢
journalism and school press organizations, there are no
discussion a881gnments or activities covering First
Amendment freedonm, respon51bility of the press, or press

: _ ‘ - \
law.. ‘ ' . 4
- Ml ) '
- The appendix on school press organizations discusses
the National School‘Yearbook/Newspaper Association ‘(p. 324),
which has been out of business since 1979 Another appendix
discusses the potential value of a b£oad based journalism a

B

involved with the mass media and how to ggfroye the\mass '
media (p. 325). . . 4

An introduetory chapte: includes the American Society
of Newspaper Editors Statement of Principles ané the

Associated Press Managing Editors Code of “Ethics, which can -

be used to begin a discuésfﬁn on ffeedom, resggnsibility,

. and ethics. However, the ipexperienced teacher ma feel
i Yy

ill-prepared to lead such.a discussion if th1$ is the only

text available,.

Harwood provides helpful bibliogr 3 at the end of

each chapter that can help a teachér b more confident

about a particular topic. “' > S

; ? ‘
Moyes, Norman. Journalism. Lexington, Mass.: \\\1
Ginn and Company, 1984, 598 pages.

! < ’ '

This is a hewer version of the text Journalism in "’

the Mass Media, which Moyes first edited in 1970 with David
. | ‘
Manning White) Journalism in the Mass Media, last

a limited number of school systems. Journalism is the text

7 M
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-
that the publisher, Ginn and Combany;éis promoting ae irs» o
scholastic journalism offering.l.:;j\p.

Let there be n&’ istake, howe\;?e'r. this is a new téxt and,

« title with an increased emphasis on giving a comprehen51ve

A}

picture of school media as well as the profess1onal media.

I'ts colorful . cover and pleasing‘graphics mdke it appeal to *
students who have grown up during the v1deo generation.

The text is<iivided into three parts. The Mass Media
in a Democratic Society, The Role of the Journalist in a
Democratic Society,;and The High Schoo; Jqurnalisr and the

School Media!
[ 3

Part I skims'over the development of mass -

// communlcation/media. A first reading f1nd$ only one

paragraph dealing with freedom bf the press-

Journalism acquired status with-the "freedom of
the press" clause. Recognizing the" need for an
informed\electorate the framers of the Bill of
Rights designated that clause as the First ¢
Amendment of the Constitution. (p. 24)

It is followed by Article 1 of the Constitution.

ThHe author redeems himself, howevef, when he carefully *
discusses "Preserving a Free and Responsible%Press" later in
the .text, which rraces four implications of the "free and
requnsible‘presé“: an impartial source of information,
guargian'of the public's interest, defender of freedom under
law} and ally of rhe consumer (pp. 272-304). It seems -

gappropriate that Moyes has placed this chapter in the‘

<A

section of the book that deals with the journalist's role in

Y

a democratic society. .It emphasizes the students' dual
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roles as preée;vér‘oﬁ a democratic society and responsible
mémber'of ths;commUnity. His "ABCs o§ CrediLiliPy" ap?
worth noting by all journalism teachers (pp. 276-277). The
1eafning activities provided at the end of the chapfer are
timely: national security, antinuclear demonstrations,'news
leaks, credibility gap, "and censorship (p. 364). .
| Moyes has done an excellént job ana;yiinq careers and
the impact,new sechnology;will have. on people. The chaptefs
that deal with magdzines, thswnonprlnt medla, publlc
relatlons and advertlslng, and technoloqy are cpmpact yet
concise, with usually effective photos and charts to'clarLfy
understanding. By illustrating a query letter 1n the
section on magazines, periodicals and books, the author
encourages students to ook outside the scheol community for
" publishing ventures - a necessity for preparing for the
fqthre (p. 63). Thé photo, howevef,-depi&ting a student
recotding a swimming meet with a porta-pac camera and full-
size television monitor at poolside, dates the chapter and
should have been excluded (p. 128).
_ One of the most valuable and effective class
assignments found in all of fhe textbooks is in“Moyes'

cnapter on technology (p. 138). It reqnires the
establishmen; of stydent teams to ;dentify and visit
community print/publishing shops,’radio/television stations,
and comnuter,companies; |

The 253-page Teacher's Resource Book is composed of g

!

»

three ijctions: strategy,flaboratory and references,.
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The strategy seégion contains practical suggestions for
. : 't R ] :
presenting and -tea¢hing eacﬂ chapter in the text. There are
) ' ' "
¢ further activities and options ‘related to the chapter, as

- -«
.

’ * v . N '
well as alist of films, filmstrips or slides that have

’

<

‘relevance to the subject ,matter.
L

The laboratory section provides the lab activity for
o - / Y

the students and can be duplicated to provide, sufficient
' copies for .everyone in the class.

Thi’s resource book evén adds an "end of course" test of

. . —
100 objective-type items that allow the teacher to assess

the students' mas&ery of the concepts and skills presente
AN _
in the text. - ) '
. \
Paschal, J. F. (ed.) Springboard to Journaligm.
New York: Columbia Scholastic Press Advisers ®
Asgeociation, 1985, 72 pages. :

The editor states that advisers and student journalists

have used Springboard to Journalism }s a basic text in some

sitdgt}ons, as $ supplementary text {n othér.situations, and
.as a clgsstoom workbook in mény situations. .If, indeed, it
is used as é'textbook, then it lacks the depth that provideé
a bfoad-based perspective,
’ . This book can be éqnsi’dered as a supplément to a
journaliém classroom. It is the fourth edition of a popular
. * . ' 4 .
title gnd inciudes the work of many, authors, many of them
‘known for their expertise in advising student publicéﬁiéns.
< : The valdé in this publication is in the activitiés
provided for the teacher. The skills orientation ig similar

'

21
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to other texts, albeit an abbreviated, yet ‘thorough,
presentation.,
| "Legal Rights and the ReSponsibilities of Scholastic
Publigatldns” (chapter 11,” pp. 60 -68) provides a readable,
‘comprehensive discussion of student press challenges that is
not found in the’broad~based textbooks. Responsibility is
emphasized and there are‘examples.of'how to avoid problems.
A chart of "Significant Cases involving Students' Freedom of
Expression® (pp. 67-68) is the most up- o-date in all of the
texts analyzed | ’ ﬂ
) The "Selected Journalism Bibliography" (pp. 69JW0)
inciudes readings on cateers, ethics and law, history and

~“mass communications. o ’

Springboard to Journalism is 72 pages of helpful advice

to a student publications adviser that would be strengthened

-

with a stronger emphasis on historical and theoretical P

cdntent.

. . * ! ’ o -
Reddick, DeWitt. The Mass Media and the School
Newspaper. Belmont, California: Wadsworth, 1985,
448 pages, * ' - .

This second edition of DeWitt Reddick's book only

improves on the 1976 edition. - Although the author died in

1980, e had completed the major revisions and hi .s‘on and
daughter, Brf\y and Alicia, saw the book anjpgh tqh
completion. B < g

Reddick, who devoted more than 50 .ye_ar,s of his life to
scholastic‘80urnalism,'quickly gives the reader some

u

perspective about the mdss medja in a chzzjing society. He

e




observes that it is necessary to understand the complex ways
.in which society and media interact and that there is still
pioneering to be done in the field (pp. 5-7). It makes for

*

- a nlce challenge to students. His perspective and respect
for the field are clearly evident in his writing style.
The discuss10n of libel, invaSioh of privacy,
government control .and press freedom are brief. By not
citing speciflc court cases other than the landmark l969

Tinker- v. ‘Des Moines Community 'School District, he avoids

the problem of contradictory school prbss law ¢ases that

P ’

seemed to garner attention in the late 170s and early '80s. -

His extenSiwe blbllography ptov1des a guide for teachers
(pp. 429-434). e

Reddick is one of the few authors who discusses how an
individual caq/get the most use fromlthe media (pp. 57~ 67)
Consumerism is one area_hhat seemed weak in all of the
teRtbooks surveyed. | i

The emphasis in this textbook is clearly on the school

-~

newspaper and, as such, provides little on careers. How can
students relate wha't th‘ey are do'in'g in the ¢lassroom to a
fufure vocation? A chart condenses what should have been a
longer discussion into "The Expanding World of |
Communication"p(p. 425). It is 1?900d chart tg duplicate_to

display in the journalism classroom,

% Accompanying ‘the textbook is Journalism Exercise ‘and

gesource Book: Aids for Teaching High School Journ ilism, a
257-page skills-oriented workbook. i particular mention is

the section designed to use with the chapter on freedom and

] : -
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responsibility (pp.- 197-198). Here the adviser has many '
activitfes to choose fpom that stretch the students' minds
and create’a/healthy classroom discussion. A section .

devoted  to consumerism encourages the teacher to make

‘students "use" the media and to clarify their understanding

'of'it} ' v

.text seem outdated (i.e. ‘the very young syndicated columnist

~Liz Smith interview1m‘ an equadly young Robert Redford)

Béth books are graphically pleasing. Chapter divider e

| pages have timely photographs, although some photos in the

V) - '
(p. 165). .« S .
. " ‘.?
. Five supplementary books published from 1980-1985 a“d#:

’

annotated in the bibliography. These books were included
for their usefulness to journalism teachers.and student ' .
publications advisers.

Conclusion _ : . L /

This analysis shows that current high school journalism
textbooks tend to cover s1mllar information for student
development of skills$. The need for basic skills in . .

e

newspaper writing and production is hardly debatable. ‘Each

text helps the teacher organize and present introchtory .

. conitrast was presentéd in discussion of the two Prentice-

material for the newspaper staffer or potential college

-

journalism major. Such background is ‘essential.

The books vary in, level of skills instruction. A ~
' . ' . : .

~Hall published texts, Press Time and From News to ‘

{

Newsprint. The selection of an appropriate text should
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Lt ’ ' . ‘v”‘ . :
depend not only on the students' needs, but also. 6n the high

school teacher's backgfound in journalism,
» . : .

Clearly, the skills emphagis .is mpré grgent thah the

'introductionutO'historical or theoretical content. But
teachers must Qg mindful of the need tO"p;eﬁare students for
» ' . L : o . .. )
" their roles as citizens and journalists'in a democratic

¢
L

sociéty. Although only a few of them will become jourr;ahijm

' professioﬂl!!, all ‘should be able to leave the‘high school

’ "

classroom as more knowledgeable consumers of .mass media.

Therefore, the theoretical. content of high school texts

-

shpuld not-be relegated to the end of the semester, or

skimmed -only as substance for an occasional quiz. |
- B - 2 ]
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